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ACUNS ANd the World Wide edUCAtioN Web, 
based in Wels, Austria, organized on 16 November 2007 a Web-based conversation 
with an audience estimated in the thousands about the benefits and dangers of the 
new information technology. Connections were established with UNITAR (Program 
of Correspondence Instruction on Peacekeeping Operations), the Governance and 
Public Administration Branch in NY (UN Peacekeeping Portal), UN Department 
of Public Information (Outreach Division), UN Rapporteur on Torture (via a video 
clip) in addition to officials from the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs and UN Office of Drugs and Crime, as well as the Director of the United 
Nations Information Service in Vienna, who came through snowstorms to the  
digital conference center in Upper Austria.  

The Conference was opened by Edward Mortimer, former speechwriter for  
Kofi Annan, who stated that while the new information technology is one of  
the drivers of globalization and also reduced travel expenses (plus airplane pollution),  
it did not have the same magic as old-fashioned face-to-face “in aisles” communica-
tions. He revealed that the origin of one of Annan’s original concepts of “frogleap-
ing” – that developing countries need not go through all the stages of development, 
as exemplified by the mobile phone – in fact was a misreading of one of Mortimer’s 
speeches. It was later revealed that although Kofi Annan had a face book entry the 
current Secretary-General does not. Ian Williams from the Guardian said the UN  
was starting to let bloggers into the building (Inter City Press was a particular  
investigative “thorn”) but bemoaned the loss of standards and he pointed out that 
original material produced by journalists now was being reproduced on various sites 
without compensation. James Arbuckle, a former Canadian peacekeeper with a great 
deal of experience in various UN and OSCE missions, also felt that misinformation 
could be spread faster and suggested that the basic principles of getting the facts  
right and of doing no harm remained as valid as ever.  

Even after 12 hours of live video Internet discussions among 30 participants on five continents 
grouped in four panels dealing with research, human rights, peacebuilding, and communicating with 
youth, it still was not clear whether the UN had fully grasped the potential of the new digital media.  

HAS THE UNITED NATIONS ENTERED  
THE NEW INFORMATION AGE?



3

ACUNS
THE ACADEMIC COUNCIL ON THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM

AM08
2008 acuns  
annual meeting
b o n n ,  g e r m a n y

5 - 7  J u n e ,  2 0 0 8

gustav stresemann  

institute (gsi)

The United Nations and the  
Global Development Architecture

a m 0 8  |  u p d a t e d  s c h e d u l e

t h u r s d a y,  5  J u n e

10.00 a.m. - 4.00 p.m.  registration

   Location: Gustav Stresemann Institute (GSI)

4.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.  opening ceremony and  
   opening speakers

   Keynote Speaker –   
   UNSG Ban Ki-moon (invited), 

   Welcoming Speakers – 
   German Development Minister (invited);  
    Professor Dr. Dirk Messner (Director, German  
   Development Institute); Professor Dr. Matthias  
   Winiger (President, University of Bonn);  
   Professor Thomas G. Weiss (ACUNS Chair  
   and Director, Ralph Bunche Institute at CUNY)

   Location: former Bundestag building

7.00 p.m. – 8.30 p.m.  opening reception  
   (with welcome by Deputy Mayor of Bonn)

   Location: Old Town Hall of Bonn

F r i d a y,  6  J u n e

9.00 a.m. – 10.30 a.m.  plenary session i  
   (3-4 speakers in roundtable format)

   “Sustainability and Climate Change” 
   Chair: Ingrid Hoven, German Development  
   Ministry (BMZ) (invited)

   Speakers: Martin Lees (Advisor to G-8 +5 and  
   Government of China on Climate Change);  
   Barry Carin (University of Victoria)

10.30 a.m. – 11.00 am  Coffee break 

11.00 a.m. – 12.30 pm  Workshop panels i  
   (8 concurrent panels of 3-4 people)

12.30 p.m. – 1.30 p.m.  lunch (open)

1.30 pm – 2.30 p.m.  John W. holmes memorial lecture  
   (Lecturer TBA)

2.30 p.m. - 3.00 p.m.  Coffee break 

3.00 p.m. - 4.30 p.m.  plenary session ii  
   (3-4 speakers in roundtable format)

   “The Development and Peace Nexus” 
   Chair: Roland Paris (University of Ottawa)

   Speakers: Flavia Pansieri (Executive Coordinator,  
   UN Volunteers); Sabine von Schorlemer (Technical  
   University of Dresden); C.S.R. Murthy (Jawaharlal  
   Nehru University)

4.45 p.m. - 6.15 p.m.  Workshop panels ii   (8 concurrent panels)

7.30 p.m.   acuns am08 dinner  
   Keynote Speaker (TBA)

   Location – Guennewig La Redout,  Bonn-Bad   
   Godesberg. Dinner location can be viewed   
   at www.guennewig.de/bnredout.

s at u r d a y,  7  J u n e
9.00 a.m. – 10.30 a.m.  plenary session iii  
   (3-4 speakers in roundtable format)

                                                    “Trade, Finance and Development” 
   Chair: Devesh Kapur (University of Pennsylvania)
   Speakers: TBA

10.30 a.m. – 12.00 noon acuns members’ business meeting

12.00 noon – 1.30 p.m.  lunch (open)

1.30 p.m. – 3.00 p.m.  Workshop panels iii  (8 concurrent panels)

3.00 p.m. – 3.30 p.m.  coffee break

3.30 p.m. – 5.00 p.m.  plenary session iV  
   (3-4 speakers in roundtable format)

   “Migration and Development” 
   Chair: Ingrid Lehmann (University of Saltzburg)

   Speakers: Bertrand Ramcharan (Graduate Institute  
   of International Studies, Geneva and Chancellor,  
   University of Guyana); Rita Süssmuth (Chair,   
   German Independent Commission on Migration,  
   and former President of the Bundestag)

5.00 p.m. – 5.15 p.m.  closing remarks: Professor Thomas G. Weiss

5.15 p.m. – 6.30 p.m.  closing reception

a m 0 8   |   p r e l i m i n a r y  s c h e d u l e

all  events take place at the gustav stresemann institute 
(gsi)  unless otherwise noted
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Dan McQuillan from Internetartizans and Amnesty 
International, on the other hand, argued that the new social 
media had a tremendous mobilization power (of UN values)  
and for establishing social action networks. Examples of bikers  
in Sao Paulo monitoring the police with mobile phones,  
a prisoner in Cairo maintaining a blog, student demonstrations 
on You Tube, and live videos from Greenpeace actions were sent 
by Stephanie Hankey, the Director of the Tactical Technology 
Collective, which supports human rights NGOs in developing 
countries. Another video clip was sent by Ethan Zuckerman, 
founder of Geekcorps and Tripod and now Research Fellow  
at the Berkman Center for Internet and Society at Harvard 
University, who has also set up a blog “Global Voices” among 
social justice NGOs. He emphasized that exchanging information 
about techniques and tactics (to avoid censors) is as important 
as exchanging substance. The UNIS director referred to internet 
bloggers and illegal radio stations as the “social conscience” of the 
world. Promoting a better understanding of the “other” was the 
message of Walther Lichem, adviser to the Peoples Movement for 
Human Rights Learning. Sameer Padania, from the path breaking 
organization Witness which has promoted videotaping for human 
rights advocacy and protection for twenty years, announced a  
new HUB for the better retrieval of human rights materials on 
the web.  The 35,000 entries related to “torture” and the  
1.5 million entries related to the United Nations on You Tube 
were later cited by Michael Platzer.

The challenges of interesting youth in the UN were honestly  
dealt with by Gregor Waldhauser of the Austrian Academic 
Forum for Foreign Affairs who indicated that young people are 
cynical about the traditional “one-sided” media.  Ingrid Lehmann 
from the University of Salzburg provided data from a five-nation 
university student opinion survey that there were very different 
opinions about the United Nations in Austria, the Middle East 
and the United States, but also noted the sad fact that only 16% 
of those surveyed even knew the founding year of the UN.  

Axel Wuestenhagen spoke of the deplorable state of teaching 
about the United Nations in Austria. Niko Jilch described the 
project to establish a Cyber School Bus in German. Mathias 
Kettemann, from the University of Graz, described two human 
rights projects which established clear links between more  
democratic multi-stakeholder discussions and developed  
information societies; while Veronika Bauer from the European 
Training and Research Centre, participating from her sick bed  
in Graz, informed the virtual conference of the efforts to  
survey the digital human rights libraries.  Professor Wolfram  
Karl from the Austrian Centre of Human Rights at the University 
of Salzburg chaired the session on human rights and suggested 
there were very different notions of privacy between young  
people and adults. Bill Yotive from the UN Global Teaching  
and Learning Project described the various efforts the United 
Nations was making to reach out to youth (text messaging,  
live videochats, discussion forums).

The most exciting demonstrations of the new technologies came 
from the contributions from Brazil and Ghana. John Mathiason 
of Syracuse University said the new technology opened the world 
for new forms of academic exchange – 50 students can attend 
one seminar from 50 locations worldwide. Foster Ofosu from the 
World Wide Web University described the distance learning that 
they were already undertaking in Africa, Asia, and the Middle East 
via the new technologies. Vivian Attah from the Ghana Institute 
of Management and Public Information related the efforts being 
made in Africa to connect institutions, individuals and NGOs 
in 80 countries – withVoIP, video conferences, internet, CD-R, 
DVDs, and iPods.  The Distance Learning Center runs 75 train-
ing sessions for 3,500 participants. Gay Rosenblum Kumar from 
the UN Peacebuilding Portal described her platform for discus-
sions among hundreds of NGOs dealing with peacebuilding 
and gender issues in Africa, and the plans to expand to other 
regions and topics. The 20 separate courses offered by UNITAR 
through “blended media” (booklets, CDs, downloads, internet 
interactions) to 8,000 peacekeepers annually was described by 

Ingrid Lehmann from the University of Salzburg provided data from a five-nation university  
student opinion survey that there were very different opinions about the United Nations in Austria, 
the Middle East and the United States, but also noted the sad fact that only 16% of those surveyed 
even knew the founding year of the UN. 

:^(
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General Tim Ford from Australia (via a video clip) and live by Harvey 
Langholtz, the proud Director of the program. The Project Manager 
of ReliefWeb, Mark McCarthy, spoke of how the UN uses the new  
technology to coordinate relief operations, which is particularly useful 
not only for small NGOs who wish to assist in emergencies but also 
media, research institutions, and for empowering people.  

The follow-up was discussed by Henrike Paepke and Julia 
Harfensteller, co-chairs of the ACUNS UN Studies Working Group 
which has established a Wiki Portal for scholars and teachers of UN 
related topics and the seminar that will be organized at the annual 
conference in June in Bonn. Paul Linnarz of Deutsche Welle con-
cluded the colloquium by listing the benefits of the new technology 
– rapid access to information, network building, participation, digital 
democracy, alternative sources of information – but reiterated Edward 
Mortimer’s point that it can not entirely replace old-fashioned media, 
nor provide the advantages of face-to-face communication.

The participants lucky enough to have been in Wels were able to 
enjoy a walking tour of the old Roman capital of Noricum, which was 
the crossroads of several civilizations during the first centuries of the 
first Millennium. It was sponsored by the City of Wels, which for  
one day was the center of the UN digital universe.

 |  Michael Platzer, a United Nations civil servant for 34 years, 
    is now a lecturer in Australia and Austria

am08 accommodations: book now!
Just a reminder that the booking date for reserved rooms at  
conference rates at the gustav stresemann institute has now  
passed. members will have to make individual bookings at the  
gsi or at local city hotels. details on cost, booking procedures  
etc., are available on the acuns website, www.acuns.org  
and will be emailed to all members.

Paul Linnarz of Deutsche Welle concluded the  
colloquium by listing the benefits of the new technology – 
rapid access to information, network building, participation, 
digital democracy, alternative sources of information –  
but reiterated Edward Mortimer’s point that it can not 
entirely replace old-fashioned media, nor provide  
the advantages of face-to-face communication. :^)
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The several ACUNS chairs with 
whom I have had the pleasure of  
working obviously deserve a great  
deal of credit for putting up with me –  
Craig Murphy, Michael Doyle and  
Tom Weiss have been outstanding 
people and always willing to give their 
time and expertise. Charlotte Ku and 
Nico Schrijver similarly were significant 
parts of the initial transition from Yale to 
Wilfrid Laurier University, and Charlotte 
continued to work closely with me in 
her capacity with ASIL as we planned 
and ran the ACUNS-ASIL summer 
workshops. Of course, Jean Krasno and 
Karen Ellis were tremendously helpful 
during and after the transition, and Jean 
still promotes and supports ACUNS 
with the Friends of ACUNS endowment 
fund. The UN University connection 
to Global Governance sadly ended in the 
past year, but Ramesh Thakur deserves 
great credit for his support of ACUNS 
while serving as Senior Vice Rector 
of UNU Tokyo, and in the six years I 
have known Jacques Fomerand – from 
when he first came to Waterloo with the 
ACUNS Site Selection committee dur-
ing his time leading the UNU office in 
New York – I have greatly appreciated 
his friendship and consideration. While I 
am on the subject of Global Governance, 
working with Lynne Rienner Publishers 
has been a very positive experience 

throughout: thanks to Lynne for her 
leadership there, and to Martha Peacock 
as my co-conspirator on many matters.

I have had the pleasure too of  
working closely with a steady stream 
of positive, constructive and engaged 
Board members. All of them deserve 
thanks and I hope they know that I  
have appreciated their efforts, personally  
and professionally. 

The partners with whom I have 
worked in organizing the Annual 
Meetings and Summer Workshops  
probably learned to regret their gener-
osity in offering to host these events, 
but they never tired of doing so anyway 
and we simply would not have had these 
successful events without them. Randall 
Harbour in Geneva, Monica Herz in 
Rio de Janeiro, Tom Weiss and Nancy 
Okada in New York, and now Thomas 
Fues and his assistants Martina Vatterodt 
and Gertrud Frankenreiter in Bonn all 
deserve great credit for supporting our 
Annual Meetings. The Swiss, Brazilian 
and German governments came forward 
with crucial financial support for these 
events when requested, as did a number 
of private businesses including Petrobras 
and Embraer. For the workshops, 
Subhash Birla in Delhi and Sven Biscop 
in Ghent proved to be tremendous hosts 
and co-organizers and this year Miroslav 

Polzer is taking on the same task with 
great energy in Ljubljana. Throughout 
all of this time, Joan Bogle and Margot 
Pieters at the United Nations were won-
derful sources of support, and efficient 
coordinators of the many very fine UN 
staff who took part in these programs.

Last but not least I have to give my 
special thanks to the people here in 
Waterloo who brought the ACUNS 
secretariat to its current home at Wilfrid 
Laurier University. John English and 
Andrew Cooper were instrumental in 
putting together the group here, and 
the importance of Jim Balsillie’s inter-
est and financial backing in supporting 
this and other efforts to create a vibrant 
international studies community in 
Waterloo cannot be overstated. The 
Centre for International Governance 
Innovation (CIGI) was established by 
this same group, and CIGI in turn has 
been a continually important partner  
for the ACUNS secretariat. During  
this time, two VP Academics of Laurier, 
Roland Smith and Sue Horton, have 
given the secretariat generous institu-
tional and financial assistance as well  
as their own time and effort.

If you have noticed and appreciated 
the production quality of the newslet-
ters, it is because of the skilful work of 
Dawn Wharnsby, the graphic designer  

This will be my final ACUNS newsletter after five years as  
executive director, which means that it is time to say thanks  
to a number of people who have helped me. Before I do so,  
however, I also should note that even if the list here is  
exhausting to read it is not exhaustive – I may forget some  
who I should have thanked, and I know that I cannot possibly 
list everyone to whom I owe something for their advice,  
assistance, and encouragement. That list would fill up the  
entire newsletter. But to all of them, too, goes my gratitude.
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One door closes, another opens
MOvINg ON from ACUNS to DOCtORAl StUDIES

c a r e e r s  m o v i n g  f o r w a r d

WORkINg WItH ACUNS fOR tHE PASt tHREE yEARS has  

been a valuable opportunity. Coming out of graduate school and  

determining what type of work would best suit your skills is always  

a difficult task and one that many of us have likely faced at some  

point in time. ACUNS has allowed me to work with many great  

academics and practitioners, who in different ways have helped  

to shape and expand my understanding of international politics  

while at the same time, provide me with the necessary tools for  

my upcoming doctoral studies at Dalhousie University beginning  

in September 2008.  

During my time as the Administrative Assistant at ACUNS, I have 

had the opportunity to assist in organizing a variety of programs  

and events as well as to travel to various cities around the world.  

In addition to our own Annual Meetings and Summer Workshops,  

I have attended many conferences including the annual UN DPI/NgO 

Conference, ISA, and the Student Conference on US Affairs at  

West Point Military Academy.  Being able to participate in these  

conferences and workshops has been a great networking tool for 

future projects and academic research.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank several individuals  

with whom I have worked over the past few years. I would like to  

thank the members of the Board, both past and present, who helped 

in offering direction on various ACUNS-related items. I also would like 

to thank both thomas g. Weiss and Michael Doyle for their support 

over the past few years and their patience with me on learning  

the ropes of the organization. furthermore, I would like to thank 

everyone at Wilfrid laurier University who helped to make  

our hosting of the ACUNS secretariat a successful experience,  

particularly Dawn Wharnsby our graphic designer. She has  

been a great asset in all of our work, producing newsletters,  

posters, brochures, and the Annual Meeting printed programs.  

I would also like to thank Ed linder and all of the staff in the 

Accounting department along with the staff in Printing and  

Distribution Services who have aided us so much in our daily  

administrative duties.

Special thanks go to all of my ACUNS volunteers, including  

Melanie Paradis, Simone Stawicki, Richelle Richardson, keren 

gottfried, Rory Nisan, Hamza Abdulbasit, Rob Coleman and  

kevin gill who have been of great service at the ACUNS Annual 

Meetings. these individuals have helped to ensure that the  

Annual Meetings run smoothly thereby making my life less  

stressful during the course of the three-day meetings.

finally, I would like to sincerely thank Alistair for his mentoring  

over the past three years. I have learned much from him both on  

the ACUNS front of running and coordinating the Secretariat and  

also in the area of academia where he has helped prepare me for  

post-graduate studies. He has been a tremendous help throughout  

my doctoral application process and acted as my “chief editor”  

along the way. thank you, Alistair for all your guidance, time  

and patience! 

thanks again to all of the ACUNS members with whom I have  

had the pleasure of working, and I look forward to seeing you at  

more ACUNS events in the future. 

Sarah Hucsko 
Administration, Communications and Program Development, ACUNS

at Laurier who has been behind all of our 
printed products – newsletters, posters,  
programs, and even letterhead and envelopes. 
Lucy Carreiro was my first Administrative 
Assistant, ensuring the secretariat’s smooth 
operation before accepting a promotion to 
a new position within the university. Her 
replacement, Sarah Hucsko, took on the 
administrative tasks and added her own  
special energy and academic interests into  
the mix. Sarah also leaves ACUNS this  
summer, in her case to start her doctoral  
studies at Dalhousie University. I expect  
to suffer bouts of serious separation anxiety  
when we part company. Thanks J

Alistair Edgar is  
Executive Director of  
ACUNS Secretariat,  
currently located at  
Wilfrid Laurier University  
in Waterloo, Ontario,  
Canada
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ACUNS 21st Annual Meeting Registration Form

THE UNITED NATIONS AND THE 
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Wilfrid Laurier University  |  75 University Avenue West  |  Waterloo, Ontario, Canada N2L 3C5
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E-MAIL:

AFFILIATION

REGISTRATION FEES |  (FEES DO NOT INCLUDE LODGING - ALL FEES ARE IN US DOLLARS)
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includes

• Conference materials

• Welcome Reception (5 June)

• Annual Dinner (6 June)

• Closing Reception (7 June)

� $100 (ACUNS Members)

� $130 (Non-members)

ECONOMY PROGRAM
includes

• Conference materials

• Welcome Reception (5 June)

• Closing Reception (7 June)

� $50 (ACUNS Members)

� $70 (Non-members)

STUDENT PROGRAM*

includes

• Conference materials

• Welcome Reception (5 June)

• Closing Reception (7 June)

*Copy of student ID must be included with registration fee.

� $30 (ACUNS Members)

� $45 (Non-members)

GUEST PROGRAM
includes

• Welcome Reception (5 June)

• Annual Dinner (6 June)

• Closing Reception (7 June)

� $70 per guest

Guest Name:

METHOD OF PAYMENT

� Check/Money Order (made payable to WLU-ACUNS)

� Credit Card: (Circle One) Visa Mastercard

Card Number:       Expiration Date:

Signature:              

Total Payment:  $ (All fees are in USD; must be payable at Canadian Banks) 

Registration.Form.08.qxd  2/22/08  2:26 PM  Page 14
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The recommendations will be formally presented to the Australian 
Foreign Minister, Stephen Smith later this month. They already have 
been given informally to a senior advisor to the Prime Minister and  
were well received. It appears that the new Rudd government is open  
to suggestions. The ideas contained in the report came not only from 
those present at the meeting in Brisbane but also from former UN 
Ambassadors (Richard Woolcott), senior UN officials (James Ingram), 
peacekeepers (General Tim Ford, General Michael Smith), current  
serving UN staff, academics from Australian National University and 
other individuals consulted by Michael Platzer before the meeting.  
A large number of interested people would like to continue to be 
involved in a dialogue with the new Government .One of the strong  
recommendations was that more academics and NGOs should be  
included on delegations and be involved in drafting policy and  
position papers in their areas of expertise.

As Prime Minister Rudd had announced a change of policy for 
Australia with respect to climate change and indigenous people, it was 
decided to concentrate in this colloquium on the rule of law, human 
rights, and the movement of people (refugees).  Professor Sampford  
led the discussions on the UN Charter and International Rule of Law.  
He urged that Australia explicitly re-commit to multilateralism,  
UN conventions, adherence to UN Security Council Resolutions,  
as well as to the compulsory jurisdiction of the International Court  
of Justice, a strengthened treaty system for the environment, and a  
willingness to use force to further UN values through international  
law  as framed by the Responsibility to Protect.  Specifically, he pressed 
that Australia work with other nations to promote values such as  
liberty, equality, citizenship, rule of law, sustainable development,  
and that it should provide greater assistance with governance reform  
for other countries and international bodies, help the UN Rule of  
Law Unit , build governance and rule of law into the start of  
peacekeeping missions, control private military corporations,  
improve tracing of funds of corrupt officials, press corporations to  
adopt Global Compact, and generally support the community of  
democracies. It was noted that the Peacebuilding Commission is on  
the Labor Party platform and a new Centre of Excellence was being  
established at Queanbeyan to train personnel with a broader vision  
of peacekeeping operations.

Under the topic Human Rights, the chair (Michael Platzer)  
suggested ten actions: 1) seek membership in the Human Rights 
Council, Crime Commission and the Commission on the Status of 
Women 2) increase the financial contributions to the Office of the  
High Commissioner for Human Rights, 3) lead diplomatic efforts in 
West Papua and Myanmar 4) provide increased support for the  
AU/UN mission in Darfur (logistics, humanitarian protection),  
5) increase agricultural development assistance in Africa (support  
twinning arrangements with semi-arid research and training institutions), 
6) provide more practical multi-sectoral rule /governance cooperation 

to requesting states, 7) support regional  responsibility to protect and 
humanitarian protection programs, 8) support the work of the Peace 
Building Commission in more countries, 9) become active in the  
Crime Commission and lead implementation of Criminal justice 
Standards, penal reform, restorative justice, prevention of violence 
against women, and criminal justice training programs and  
10) provide more resources to the poorest countries (Africa).   
Howard Glenn of Rights Australia argued that the human rights  
situation at home should be rectified, then ratify the Torture  
Convention protocol as well as the protocols of the Conventions on 
Disabilities, on Women and on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 
accept the criticisms of the Human Rights bodies, and improve the  
dialogue / partnerships with NGOs.

While recognizing that Australia had a poor record with respect  
to its global humanitarian responsibilities to refugees, and led  
developed countries in deportation numbers, it was acknowledged  
that compensation had now been given in the most egregious cases  
and the offshore detention centre in Nauru had been closed (although 
not those in Indonesia).  Professor Boulle said Australia was failing  
in implementing its obligations under the refugee conventions and  
insuring that domestic practice complied with international law.  
Irregular migrants have no access to the rights and remedies of domestic 
law and are often exploited by employers. It was urged that Australia 
ratify the UN Convention on the Protection of the Rights of all Migrant 
Workers. Temporary stay visa holders should be allowed to work and  
be provided a health cover. In the migration field, political leadership 
and public information campaigns are needed to overcome the island 
fortress mentality of Australians.

Professor Langmore concluded the colloquium by urging increased 
development assistance (0.5% by 2015), high level representation at 
UN events, establishing a Centre for UN Studies, regular reports to 
Parliament about Australian activities at the UN, strengthening regional  
structures (ESCAP), improved resources being provided to the UN, 
strong commitment to R2P, strengthening the Non Proliferation Treaty 
and disarmament efforts, active involvement in the climate change talks 
(post Kyoto regime),  agreeing on a Terrorism convention, and  
contributing in a positive manner to the reform of the UN.

The representative of the Department of Foreign Affairs welcomed 
the ideas and indicated that Australia would seek to strengthen the 
Department of Political Affairs, adjustment of zero-nominal growth  
as appropriate, re-engage with the Human Rights Council, consider 
Security Council membership, address the north-south divide,  
and seek solutions to the non-traditional threats to human security  
(climate change, people smuggling)

o Michael Platzer, United Nations civil servant for 34 years,  
 is now a lecturer in Australia and Austria

three ACUNS members, Professor John langmore, Professor Charles Sampford, and Michael Platzer  

organized an all day colloquium on March 7 at the Mt. Gravatt campus of Griffith University to brainstorm 

how Australia might become active again at the United Nations. the head of the International Organizations 

bureau in the Department of foreign Affairs, Andrew goledzinowski, participated as well as NgOs  

(Amnesty International, Rights Australia, Greencross) and academics from Bond University, Griffith, 

Melbourne, Queensland University of technology, Sydney, and University of Queensland. It turned out  

to be a highly successful event as over one hundred recommendations were collected, ranging from 

Australia seeking a higher profile at the United Nations (membership on the Security Council and the  

Human Rights Council), to establishing a new Centre for United Nations Studies and a standing group  

of academics and NgOs interested in United Nations topics.  

pushing australia to re-engage 
                                       With the united nations
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Encyclopedia of the United Nations, 
Second Edition, 2-volume set

Jerry Pubantz and John Allphin Moore, Jr.

Facts on File Publishers, 2008. 768 pages, hardback.  
ISBN10: 0816069131/ISBN13: 978-0-8160-6913-2.

The United Nations was created as a response to the suffering 
caused by World War II. The goal of the organization, as stated 
in the Charter of the United Nations, was “to save succeeding 
generations from the scourge of war.” That goal is as vital today 
as it was in 1945. While other structures of the cold war era have 
disappeared completely or have undergone major revisions,  
the UN has gained increasing importance as a collective security 
response to the challenges that have emerged in this millennium.

Now in two volumes, with more than 100 new and revised 
entries, Encyclopedia of the United Nations, Second Edition  
provides a comprehensive update to the United Nations’  
institutions, procedures, policies, specialized agencies, historic 
personalities, initiatives, and involvement in world affairs.  
This up-to-date reference puts into context the past 50 years  
of major world events and the role the United Nations has played 
in them. Presented in alphabetical format, this book features  
more than 500 entries that include brief references, longer 
explanatory essays, and detailed data on the UN The appendixes 
contain important UN documents, such as the Charter of the 
United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,  
the Statute of the International Court of Justice, and the recent 
Security Council Resolution.

New and revised entries include: African Union, Carol  
Bellamy, Hans Blix, Climate change, Conflict diamonds, 
Darfur, Developing countries, Election assistance, Group of 
Eight, Human trafficking, Khmer Rouge trials, Ban Ki-moon, 
Millennium Project, Office on Drugs and Crime, Al-Qaeda, 
Special Court for Sierra Leone, Timor-Leste, United Nations 
Mission in the Sudan, Volcker Report, World Summit on 
Sustainable Development.

About the Author(s)

John Allphin Moore Jr. is currently a professor at California 
State Polytechnic University. He is a published author of several 
books, including the textbook The New United Nations with  
Jerry Pubantz.
Jerry Pubantz is a professor at the University of  
North Carolina-Greensboro.

M e m b e r  P u b l i c a t i o n s

Political Ethics and the United Nations:  
Dag Hammarskjöld as Secretary-General
Manuel Frölich

London: Routledge Taylor & Francis, 2008.  
257 pages, hardback. ISBN13: 978-0-415-44532-0.

Manuel Frölich’s study of the second United Nations Secretary-General 
offers a fascinating look at the strong ethical and spiritual dimensions of 
Hammarskjöld’s personality and how these shaped if not defined his public and 
political accomplishments. The author examines Hammarsköld’s conceptions  
of the UN and the Charter in relation to the office of the Secretary-General, 
the sources of his personal and political ethics and the connections between 
these and his political actions, as well as the legacy of ‘The Hammarskjöld  
tradition’. In the Preface to this twenty-fifth volume of The Cass Series on 
Peacekeeping, Sir Brian Urquhart notes that “No previous writer has attempted 
this task on as wide or well-researched scale, and the results are both impressive 
and illuminating” in demonstrating how “a dedicated leader can translate  
personal beliefs and principles into political action.”

Multilateralism and Security Institutions  
in an Era of Globalization
Edited by Dimitris Bourantonis,  
Kostas Ifantis and Panayotis Tsakonas

London: Routledge Taylor & Francis, 2008.  
370 pages, paperback. ISBN13: 978-0-415-44946-5.

Edited by three innovative Greek academics, with articles by leading U.S. and 
European scholars including G. John Ikenberry, Lisa Martin and Thomas Risse, 
this volume examines the development and application of current concepts of 
multilateralism – “opportunistic”, “effective”, “humanized, and “principled” - 
to the analysis of global security concerns. The thirteen thematic and institution-
al case study chapters look at issues such as humanitarianism, the liberal peace, 
US military policy, and the contributions to global security of regional and 
global institutions including ASEAN, the Shanghai Co-operation Organization 
(SCO), NATO, the EU and the UN. The editors and contributors have  
provided a first-class study of the interactions between global and regional  
security institutions, as well as covering a variety of critical approaches to the 
core conceptual debates.

Old Endeavour: Scientific and Humanitarian 
Contributions by Physicians Over Age 65

William C. Gibson

Bogis-Bossy, Switzerland: International Association for Humanitarian  
medicine, Brock Chisholm, 2007.  
319 pages, hardback. ISBN 978-88-902020-1-8

This is the fourth book by Bill Gibson looking at the innovative work of 
medical students and practitioners, beginning with Young Endeavour (1958), 
Creative Minds in Medicine (1963) and more recently Medical Comets 
(1997). The book provides a “who’s who” series of 129 short, insightful  
biographies of physicians and scientists who continued to make important 
contributions to medical, scientific and social progress after reaching the age  
of 65. In addition to giving the reader an opportunity to survey the highlights  
of these individuals’ work, three messages lie beneath the text – first, that these 
persons frequently provided critical role models for subsequent generations  
of students in many different disciplines; second, that their work continued  
to be of great value even after their ‘retirement’ and deserved the support of 
university and government decision makers; and third, that others reaching  
the same stage in their careers likewise can make significant contributions  
to their fields and should feel able to do so. 
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Human Security and International 
Law: Prospects and Problems

Barbara von Tigerstrom

Hart Publishing, 2007.  
256 pages, hardback. ISBN: 1841136107/9781841136103.

Abstract: The concept of ‘human security’ has influenced  
discourse and practice and has been the subject of vigorous 
debate. Despite its relevance to central questions of international 
law, human security has until recently received little attention 
from international lawyers. This book has two related goals: to 
evaluate human security as a concept that could be used in the 
analysis of international law, and to determine what insights about 
a human security approach might be gained by considering it 
from the perspective of international law. The first part of the 
book examines the evolution and meanings of the concept and  
its links with existing theories and principles of international law.  
The second part explores the ways in which human security 
has been and could be used in relation to the diverse topics of 
humanitarian intervention, internally displaced persons, small 
arms control, and global public health. The analysis sheds new 
light on debates about the concept’s potential and limitations.

About the Author

Barbara von Tigerstrom is Assistant Professor at the University 
of Saskatchewan College of Law.

Purchasing Information: This publication is available 
from Hart Publishing, Oxford. www.hartpub.co.uk/

Please note: submissions of books for inclusion in the  
acUns newsletter should be for publications no earlier than 2006. 
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New Individual 
Members

Marc de Bourcy

Colin Caughey

John t. Dale, Jr.

klaas Dykmann

lorraine Elliott

fuad khoshnaw

kelly levin

Romeo Matsas

Jeremy McMullin

Reinhard Mitschke
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