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As Director of the Institute of International Relations at the University 
of the West Indies, I am delighted to be welcoming the ACUNS extended 
family to Trinidad in mid-2009, between the Summit of the Americas 
(April) and the Commonwealth Summit (November). Trinidad is a centre 
for multilateral institutions and relations in the Caribbean and Central 
America, both inter- and non-state, civil society and corporate. It was one 
of the original advocates of the International Criminal Court. It is a major 
source of liquefi ed natural gas for the US, having produced oil for over a 
century. My Institute is over four decades old and is increasingly active 
in regional and global networks. It has an impressive cadre of alums 
throughout the Caribbean in public and private sectors. We look forward 
to new ACUNS members throughout the Caribbean and Central America.

In addition to its traditional program, ACUNS in June 2009 can track 
and evaluate the two Summits’ progress as they both consider energy, 
environmental and food security. It can also analyse the changing global 
and hemispheric context given the rise of the BRICs and the related 
increases in the demand for and the price of energy, minerals and food. 
Given Trinidad’s place in the Caribbean, we will include attention to the 
prospects for small and island states in the present century.

The focus for both plenary and workshop sessions in mid-year is small, 
middle and emerging powers to draw attention to the variety of ‘voices’ 
from the South and North at the end of the fi rst decade of the millennium. 
First, the number of small political economies, including islands, 
both independent and otherwise, continues to proliferate; given the 
continuing challenges of globalization, are they advancing from vulnerability 
to resilience? Second, given growth in Asia and Europe, there are now more 
middle powers than ever: how can they distinguish themselves in a world 
of 200 states? And fi nally, the BRICs are transforming world politics: 
how heterogeneous are they given distinctive regional and sectoral 
emphases? And can their growth be sustained as the Next-11 (N-11) 
follow in their wake? In short, as we approach a post-hegemonic era, 
what forms of multilateralism might emerge?

These and other transformations in turn impact the analysis and practice 
of myriad, heterogeneous actors, state and non-state in world politics. 
ACUNS’ participants in Trinidad and Tobago will be able to anticipate 
policy and analytic directions for ‘global governance’ in the second decade 

of the 21st century: from the UN Global Compact to the Extractive 
Industries Transparency Initiative; the Climate Change Conference in 
Copenhagen at the end of 2009 to the International Commission on 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation & Disarmament.

Just as Trinidad has never hosted such a major Summit before, let alone 
two in one year, so IIR has never been honoured with receiving a global 
network like ACUNS. We look forward to organising for and welcoming 
the ACUNS community. ACUNS #22 will be a major focus of our work 
at the IIR for the next ten months. We can assure you of a warm welcome 
and lively discussions in early-June next year. Our local working group 
includes colleagues in the UN family from the ILO, UNDP and 
UNECLAC, plus the Association of Caribbean States, headquartered 
in Port of Spain, and the UN Association of Trinidad and Tobago.  

The St. Augustine campus of UWI, now the largest of three, is very 
green, having been developed around an institute of tropical agriculture. 
Its increasingly modern, high tech facilities are matched by old world 
hospitality; we are promised some elegant receptions. And ACUNS will 
avoid the hassles of traffi c around Port of Spain by participants residing at 
the new Holiday Inn Express near the international airport, which features 
a convenient shuttle bus, free internet, and outdoor pool and patio. 

Trinidad is an increasingly industrialised ‘developmental’ island. 
By contrast, Tobago is an unspoilt tropical paradise, with subsidised 
air-bridge and high-speed ferry links to Port of Spain. Every day on 

both Trinidad and Tobago is just over 30 degrees 
with island breezes and strong sunshine.

As a relatively long-time friend and associate 
of ACUNS, I look forward to welcoming old and 
new members alike to Trinidad in mid-2009. 
I’m especially pleased that ACUNS #22 is the fi rst 
being organised by Patti Goff as incoming Executive 
Director, being just a year in offi ce myself. June 4-6 
promises to be memorable. 

� Tim Shaw, Director, Institute for International Relations,
 University of the West Indies (timothy.shaw@sta.uwi.tt)

The 22nd ACUNS Annual Meeting wil l  take place on campus at the University 
of  the West Indies in Trinidad from June 4 -  6,  2009. The conference theme is 
“Small,  Middle & Emerging Powers in the UN System.”

ACUNS 22ND ANNUAL MEETING - 
     TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 2009
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New Board Members

Christer Jönsson, Professor of Political Science at Lund University, Sweden, is a 
member of the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences and served as President of the Nordic 
International Studies Association in 1996-99. In addition to international organization, 
his research interests include international negotiation, diplomacy and the role of 
transnational networks in international cooperation. He has published numerous books, 
articles and book chapters and is the co-author of International Cooperation in Response 
to AIDS (1995), Organizing European Space (2000) and Essence of Diplomacy (2005). 
At present he is directing a joint Lund-Stockholm research program, “Democracy Beyond 
the Nation State? Transnational Actors and Global Governance,” with a grant from the 
Bank of Sweden Tercentenary Foundation.

Shin-wha Lee is an Associate Professor in the Department of Political Science and 
International Relations, Korea University. She has a B. A. in English Literature and 
Political Science from Ewha Womans University, 1988. She obtained her M.A. & Ph.D. 
in International Relations, University of Maryland at College Park in 1994 and completed 
her Post-Doctoral work in International Relations at Harvard University in 1997. In the 
2004 Winter and 2005 Summer semesters she was a Visiting Professor in the East Asia 
Program at Princeton University. Dr. Lee’s fields of study include, International Relations 
& International Organization.

Henrike Paepke is a Senior Fellow at the Dusseldorf Institute for Foreign and Security 
Policy (DIAS). She coordinated the Atlantic Partnership Program of the Council on 
Foreign Relations, Washington Office (1999-2000) and worked as Editorial Assistant for 
the German news magazine Der Spiegel (1996-1998). She has consulted widely and 
advises the UN Legal Research Group, a joint project of DIAS and the European Law 
Students Association. She has written on the office of the Secretary General, US-UN 
relations, and UN reform. Dr. Paepke is the co-founder and co-chair of the UN Studies 
Working group, launched at the 2007 ACUNS annual meeting in New York to foster the 
next generation of UN studies through new media and communication technologies. 

Margaret Vogt currently is the Special Assistant to the Assistant Secretary General for 
Political Affairs, responsible for Africa and the Security Council, United Nations Secretariat, 
New York. Previously she acted as Director of the African Programme at the International 
Peace Academy, New York. In this capacity, she worked closely with the Organization of 
African Unity and Economic Community of West African Stats to develop their mechanisms 
for conflict management. She also was a Professor of Research at the Nigerian Institute 
of International Affairs and Former Director of Studies at Command and Staff College, 
Nigeria. She has published extensively on regional security issues, International and 
Regional peacekeeping and in ECOMOG and the Liberia Civil War and has worked 
actively to enhance the capacity of women in conflict resolution in Africa.

With Deepest Sympathy
On behalf of the entire ACUNS family, we extend our 
heartfelt condolences to Gene Lyons. Gene recently 
lost his beloved wife, Micheline. Our deepest sympathies 
go out to Gene, one of our organization’s founders 
and our fi rst Executive Director.
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The 2008 ACUNS Annual Meeting took place in Bonn, Germany on 
the premises of the Gustav Stresemann Institute. The beauty of the Rhine 
and the excitement of the city’s newfound importance as a center for United 
Nations activity in Europe made our stay particularly notable. We were 
pleased to partner with the German Development Institute, whose hard 
work and kind hospitality made this meeting one of our best attended in 
recent memory. Special thanks go to Thomas Fues, Gertrud Frankenreiter, 
Martina Vatterodt and Dirk Messner. We also offer our sincere thanks to 
our other collaborators, including the German Federal Ministry for 
Economic Co-operation and Development, the Government of North 
Rhine Westphalia, the Sparkasse Foundation, and the City of Bonn. 

Evening events took place in the beautiful Old Town Hall and in Bad 
Godesborg at La Redoute. Plenary sessions spanned a range of topics 
related to development, including climate change and the intersection of 
development with security, trade and fi nance, and migration. Sir Richard 
Jolly offered his keynote thoughts on the UN Intellectual History Project 
and Roger Coate delivered the John Holmes Memorial Lecture. For more 
information on meeting plenaries and workshops, visit our website at 
www.acuns.org. 

Next, Thomas Fues refl ects on the conference theme, The UN and 
the Global Development Architecture. 

THE ROLE OF THE UNITED NATIONS IN 
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION
The role of the United Nations system in international development cooperation is limited 
and uneven. While the UN has successfully created a comprehensive normative framework 
through global consensus-building on internationally agreed development goals, 
its contribution to standard setting, data accumulation cum analysis as well as operational 
activities has been marginal so far. At present, several initiatives aim at strengthening the 
effectiveness and authority of the world organization in this policy field. The success of 
such steps will depend on the political commitment of influential member states, 

in particular reform-minded industrialized countries and emerging powers from the global 
South which are assuming a pivotal position as providers of development support to 
low-income states.

UN STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES
A key accomplishment of the UN system has been the evolution of the normative concept 
of universal sustainable development which is linked to international human rights law. 
Such innovative norm creation has mainly been the outcome of world conferences in the 
1990s. Member states, in the year 2000, aptly synthesized the new paradigm in their 
Millennium Declaration from which the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) flow as 
important points of reference for development cooperation.

In the area of standard setting, international bodies outside the UN have taken the lead. 
The OECD’s Development Assistance Committee (DAC) has adopted a set of common 
principles and rules which shape the cooperation programmes of its members. The DAC-
inspired Paris Declaration on aid effectiveness was launched in 2005 in order to promote 
donor harmonization and ownership of partner countries. While numerous developing 
countries take an active interest in this process, emerging powers and many from the G77 
keep their distance since the DAC/OECD is seen as a Western-dominated institution.

The DAC and the World Bank, a specialized UN agency but controlled by industrialized 
countries, have become the pre-eminent sources of statistical data and analytical 
knowledge on development cooperation. The Secretariat and the UN’s mixed bag of 
development organizations do not command the resources needed to compete for 
intellectual leadership. The marginal position of the UN is underpinned by its minor role at 
the operational level. In 2006, only 8% of global ODA (official development assistance) 
is channelled through UN funds, programmes and specialized agencies, not counting 
the World Bank which enjoys autonomy from the UN.

ONGOING EFFORTS
Several initiatives have been launched recently to strengthen the profile and influence of 
the UN in international development cooperation. At the intergovernmental level, the biennial 

As of this writing, I have had the pleasure 
of serving as Executive Director of ACUNS 
for exactly six weeks! There is no doubt that 
I have learned more in the last six weeks 
than in the last six months combined! I am 
joined at the Secretariat in Waterloo by 
Brenda Burns, our Administrator. We have 
enjoyed meeting many of you, virtually and 
in person, and are grateful for your good 
wishes. We look forward to working with 
you over the next fi ve years as we tap into 
the dynamism of our membership to develop 
our slate of programming activities. 
Please don’t hesitate to be in touch with 
your ideas and suggestions. 

I’ve been most struck in these early days 

by the distinctive position that ACUNS 
occupies at the intersection of various 
constituencies. We are uniquely positioned, 
thanks in large part to our diverse 
membership from around the world, 
to facilitate discussions across boundaries 
that have traditionally separated academics 
from practitioners, scholars of international 
relations from international lawyers, 
and voices from the south from those in the 
north. Recognition of our ability to facilitate 
these important conversations will guide 
many of the programming choices we make 
in the coming years. 

We are eagerly awaiting a redesign of 
our website, which we anticipate in early 

fall. In response to many member requests, 
we are working to make the website more 
interactive. Stay tuned. We are also very 
excited to be working with Tim Shaw in 
planning the 2009 annual meeting, taking 
place in Trinidad, and Ogi Aginam and Andy 
Knight, co-directors of the 2009 summer 
workshop, scheduled for the University of 
Alberta in Edmonton, Alberta.

We send our thanks and best wishes to 
Alistair Edgar and Sarah Hucsko. Alistair 
is hard at work on his sabbatical research 
projects and Sarah has moved to Halifax 
to begin her doctoral studies at Dalhousie 
University. On behalf of all of you, 
we wish them both well. 

ACUNS ANNUAL MEETING 2008

N o t e s  f r o m  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

Patric ia  Goff,  E xecutive DirectorSTAYI NG    on topic:

Patricia Goff

Brenda Burns
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Development Cooperation Forum (DCF) is a noteworthy innovation dating back to the 
Millennium Review Summit of 2005. The idea behind the DCF is to create an informal 
platform for dialogue and joint learning where traditional donors, emerging powers as 
“new donors” and partner (recipient) countries could share experiences on the ground 
and develop common principles for national practices thereby optimizing the value of 
development efforts for low-income countries. Eventually, if sufficient political commitment 
could be mobilized, the DCF would assume a similar function to the DAC, albeit at a global 
scale. This option would, however, depend on adequate resources being provided by 
member states with the aim of supplementing capacities at the Secretariat’s Department 
of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) for organizational, statistical and analytical support. 
The first regular DCF session took place in July 2008 as part of the high-level ECOSOC 
segment. Statements of good will abounded, from developing as well as industrialized 
countries, but no institutional or financial mechanisms were put in place to turn aspirations 
into reality.

An attractive feature of the DCF lies in its multi-stakeholder approach which is reflected, 
inter alia, in the diverse membership of its Advisory Committee. The up-coming UN 
conference on South-South cooperation in Argentina (2009) may provide a helpful forum 
to harmonize and consolidate perspectives within the G77/China on international 
cooperation. The position of developing countries, particularly emerging powers, will be 
key in determining the future of the DCF.

Another important process refers to structural deficiencies in the UN’s operational 
development work. The Outcome Document of the Millennium Review Summit had 
requested the Secretary-General to provide an analytical report and appropriate policy 
recommendations in this regard. In 2006, the high-level panel on system-wide coherence 
established by Kofi Annan, presented a wide range of proposals which are still subject to 

intergovernmental haggling at the General Assembly. A key proposal supports the ongoing 
efforts for “One UN at the country level” which requires UN agencies to agree on a 
common policy framework and joint programming. At present, eight pilot countries are 
moving in this direction, but corresponding progress with regard to headquarters and 
intergovernmental decision-making bodies are not yet in sight. A major stumbling block 
appears to be the resistance of the G77/China towards institutional streamlining and the 
concentration of funds for fear of Western imposition. Donors from the industrialized world, 
in contrast, might soon desist from providing development funds to the UN if their 
expectations of efficiency and systemic rationality are not met.

CONCLUSIONS
It will be hard work to move the UN from the periphery to the centre of international 
development cooperation. Western donors harbour distrust of UN agencies which they 
associate with wasteful use of resources and developing country control. They rather rely 
on bilateral programmes and multilateral institutions under their influence, like the World 
Bank. With a partly similar attitude, emerging powers are inclined to consider their growing 
support programmes for low-income countries as part of the foreign policy agenda, 
thus they are not willing to subject it to international scrutiny. At the receiving side, 
partner countries may also budge away from international transparency and harmonization 
with the intent of playing one donor off against the other. Things can only move forward if 
interests among member states converge and an innovative alliance of Western and 
developing countries gets together in order to promote development outcomes and 
aid effectiveness. If such political commitment is formed, the UN, with regard to 
intergovernmental decision-making as well as to operational work, would be the appropriate 
forum for effective global governance in the field of international development cooperation.

� Thomas Fues, German Development Institute

Things can only move forward if interests among member states converge and an innovative alliance of Western and 
developing countries gets together in order to promote development outcomes and aid effectiveness.

We are pleased to announce that Dr. Ramesh Thakur has been awarded the 2008 Friends of ACUNS book award, presented annually to 
an author who has demonstrated outstanding research and writing on the United Nations. 

The United Nations, Peace and Security: From Collective Security to the Responsibility to Protect (Cambridge University Press, 2006) examines 
the transformation in UN operations from dealing with interstate war to preventing humanitarian atrocities. It asks why, when and how force may 
be used and argues that the growing gulf between legality and legitimacy is evidence of an eroded sense of international community. 

In his recent review of the book, Sir Marrack Goulding, former United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping and Political Affairs 
wrote, “If you think the UN needs reform, you should read this book; if you doubt whether reform is impossible, it is essential that you read it.”

Lauded by the critics, Dr. Thakur has established a formidable reputation as one of the world’s foremost commentators on the United 
Nations. His analysis is consistently informed by his extensive experience, both as an academic and a practitioner. Dr. Thakur is currently Professor 
of Political Science at the University of Waterloo and Distinguished Fellow at the Centre for International Governance Innovation, both in 
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada. He was Vice Rector and Senior Vice Rector of the United Nations University (and Assistant Secretary-General of the 
United Nations) from 1998–2007. He was a Commissioner and one of the principal authors of The Responsibility to Protect (2001), and Senior 
Adviser on Reforms and Principal Writer of the United Nations Secretary-General’s second reform report (2002). 

Thank you to the 2008 Book Award Committee Members: Juergen Dedring, Jackie Braveboy-Wagner, and Joan Seymour for their knowledge and time.

The Friends of ACUNS is a non-profit public charity, incorporated in the state of New York, that works to endow the future activities of the 
Academic Council on the United Nations System. 

For more information on the Friends of ACUNS, or to make a donation, contact Jean Krasno at jean.krasno@yale.edu.

FRIENDS OF ACUNS BOOK AWARD
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New energy and exciting initiatives have come to Austria thanks to the young scholars and researchers who 
have joined ACUNS in Vienna. In November 2007, a “virtual” conference on the United Nations and the 
New Media was organized together with the new World Wide Education University in Wels, Austria (see the 
lead article in last newsletter). The major speeches of that conference remain available at www.acuns.at. 
At the same time, regular exchanges sponsored by ACUNS have taken place with the United Nations Offi ce 
on Drugs and Crime and the University of Vienna. Public symposia on human traffi cking research, 
an evaluation of alternatives to imprisonment, and criminal justice teaching have also taken place. In addition, 
ACUNS member Dr. Slawomir Redo presented the edited anthology, “For the Rule of Law: Criminal Justice 
Teaching and Training @cross the World,” in April at the Law School of the University of Vienna. A panel 
discussion followed, chaired by Thomas Stelzer, Assistant Secretary-General for Policy Coordination and 
Inter Agency Affairs from the United Nations in New York. Jean Marc Coicaud, from the United Nations 
University, and Paul Wilson, Professor from Bond University, participated via links from New York and 
Australia. The discussions revolved around the development of a further Handbook for Crime Justice Teaching, 
the content for such a Handbook, and whether students might not be better served by a virtual academy. 
Other participants included distinguished Austrian Professors Gerhard Hafner and Frank Hoepfel and old 
UN hand Eduardo Vetere. Nicholas Platzer fi lmed the proceedings and Michael Platzer continues to collect 
innovative learning techniques for future endeavors.

The ACUNS group from Austria organized a panel discussion on innovative teaching techniques for criminal 
justice during the 2008 ACUNS Annual Meeting in Bonn. Dr. Karin Bruckmueller, from the University of 
Vienna, spoke about the great potential of online teaching, particularly for distance education and education 
on demand. Maximilian Edelbacher, the former Vienna Police Chief, explained how his training courses 
incorporate learning from criminals and from mistakes made by the police. Professor Thomas Feltes from the 
Ruhr University, Bochum, reported on a series of video lectures from 12 different countries, broadcast with 
Adobe Connect and hosted by the Blackboard E-learning System at his University. Mathias Kettemann, 
from the University of Graz, related the “peer-to-peer interactive learning” gained through the Human 
Rights Debate Club on selected topics. Michael Platzer spoke about reducing two wordy UN Declarations 
on prisoner and victim rights, respectively, to basic principles and using strong visual images to retain 
essential knowledge and stimulate immediate discussions (“Multi-media Stimulus Education: Teaching with 
Films”). Helmut Prantner described the Historical Model United Nations simulations: these replay historic 
crises and have a strict cut-off date regarding the facts; they then explore if better solutions could have been 
found, while retaining consistent roles of the members of the Security Council.  Stefan Schuman, also from 
the University of Vienna Law School, described how students can learn in Legal Aid Clinics, work with clients, 
and exercise their knowledge in practice (“Learning through Service”). Sana Shah, from the political science 
faculty of the University of Vienna, related how one can learn by translating UN texts; by doing so, she said, 
one appreciates the concepts behind specifi c terms, which facilitates the retention of complicated notions but 
also creates a respect and tolerance of other ways of looking at similar ideas. Since then, additional contributions 
have been received to build up a Compendium of Innovative Teaching Techniques. These are available on 
the ACUNS website and the UNSA wiki-portal. A subsequent conference on New Teaching Techniques will 
take place in November 2008 at the Diplomatic Academy in Vienna.

A data base of UN courses offered in Austria is currently being updated by ACUNS member, 
Axel Wuestenhagen and a UNA intern; this will be shared via the ACUNS website and the United Nations 
Study Association. An additional feature will list dissertations and theses currently being pursued, a chat forum, 
as well as announcements of listing events, lectures, and study opportunities in Austria.

The ACUNS group in Austria cooperates closely with the United Nations Association of Austria, 
the Academic Forum for the United Nations, the Austrian Institute for International Affairs, the Institute 
for Political Science at the University of Vienna, the Law Faculty and Institute for Criminal Law and 
Criminology, the Boltzman Institute for Human Rights, the European Training Center for Human Rights 
Training and Research, the University of Graz, as well as individuals at the Universities of Innsbruck, 
Linz and Salzburg. Film discussions take place on a regular basis at the Vienna Law School, co-hosted by 
many of the above institutions. This year, screenings have focused on Burma, student protests in Serbia, 
and the US elections.

The ACUNS group in Austria looks forward to expanding its membership, organizing more events, 
maintaining an electronic bulletin board, and preparing another panel discussion for the next ACUNS 
annual meeting in Trinidad. ACUNS members who would like to participate in any of these activities 
should contact the ACUNS liaison offi cer in Vienna, Michael Platzer. 

� Michael Platzer, a United Nations civil servant for 34 years is now a lecturer in Austria and ACUNS liaison officer in Vienna  

ACUNS in AUSTRIA
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M e m b e r  P u b l i c a t i o n s

Please note: Submissions of books for inclusion in the 
ACUNS Newsletter should be for publications no earlier than 2006. 

Authority in the Global Political Economy

Edited by Volker Rittberger, 
Martin Nettesheim, Carmen Huckel

Published by: Palgrave Macmillan, 2008
ISBN: 978-0-230-57389-5

Global economic integration is one of the most powerful forces shaping the 
contemporary international system, sparking convergence in business and law as 
well as society and culture. It also challenges established principles of the international 
order. This volume analyses changing patterns of authority in the global political 
economy with an in-depth look at the new roles played by state and non-state actors, 
and addresses substantive themes such as the provision of global public goods, 
new modes of regulation and the potential of new institutions for global governance. 
An international cast of contributors introduce four analytical categories that act as 
guidelines for a more systematic enquiry into authority beyond the state today: demand, 
supply, effect and design. Critically, this book moves beyond the state-centric views 
of authority relations and introduces a broader conceptualization more suited to 
understanding the realities of global politics and public international law in the 
21st century.

Building the International Criminal Court

Benjamin N. Schiff

Published by: Cambridge University Press, 2008
ISBN: 978-0521694728

The ICC is the first and only standing international court capable of prosecuting 
humanity’s worst crimes: genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity. It faces 
huge obstacles. It has no police force; it pursues investigations in areas of tremendous 
turmoil, conflict, and death; it is charged both with trying suspects and with aiding 
their victims; and it seeks to combine divergent legal traditions in an entirely new 
international legal mechanism.

International law advocates sought to establish a standing international criminal court 
for more than 150 years. Other, temporary, single-purpose criminal tribunals, 
truth commissions, and special courts have come and gone, but the ICC is the only 
permanent inheritor of the Nuremberg legacy.

In Building the International Criminal Court, Oberlin College Professor of Politics 
Ben Schiff analyzes the ICC, melding historical perspective, international relations 
theories, and observers’ insights to explain the Court’s origins, creation, innovations, 
dynamics, and operational challenges. 

Strategies for Peace

Edited by Volker Rittberger, Martina Fischer

Contributions of International Organizations, States and Non-State Actors.
Published by: Barbara Budrich Publishers, 2008
ISBN: 978-3-86649-164-9

How can sustainable peace be achieved? The book identifies potential supranational, 
state and non-state actors in peacebuilding processes. Furthermore, it develops 
strategies to address the problems and dilemmas of international peacebuilding. 
An important contribution to a highly topical debate.

Hopes for a less violent conflict-prone world after the end of the Cold War were bitterly 
disappointed. Instead, the international community is faced with protracted wars and 
violent conflicts today. In addition, social, economic and cultural insecurities as well 
as fragile statehood challenge the post-Westphalian environment. As a result, scholars 
and policy-makers alike are trying to develop viable strategies for sustainable peace. 
The book contributes to this debate, as it illustrates current research results on the 
topic and addresses the complex problems and dilemmas that various international 
peacebuilding actors are confronted with.

The UN Security Council and the Politics 
of International Authority

Edited by Bruce Cronin, Ian Hurd

Series: Security and Governance 
Published by: Routledge, 2008 
ISBN: 978-0-415-77528-1 

Observes how the growth of the political authority of the Council challenges the basic 
idea that states have legal autonomy over their domestic affairs. The individual 
essays survey the implications that flow from these developments in the crucial 
policy areas of: terrorism; economic sanctions; the prosecution of war crimes; 
human rights; humanitarian intervention; and the use of force. In each of these areas, 
the evidence shows a complex and fluid relation between state sovereignty, the power 
of the United Nations, and the politics of international legitimation. Demonstrating how 
world politics has come to accommodate the contradictory institutions of international 
authority and international anarchy, this book makes an important contribution to how 
we understand and study international organizations and international law. Written 
by leading experts in the field, this volume will be of strong interest to students and 
scholars of international relations, international organizations, international law and 
global governance.

United Nations Security Council in the 
1990s, The: Resurgence and Renewal

Juergen Dedring

Published by: State University of New York Press, 2008
ISBN: 978-0791475430

From an insider’s perspective, Juergen Dedring offers a systematic overview of the work 
of the United Nations Security Council following the end of the Cold War. He explores 
the nature of the Security Council’s decision-making process and its transformation 
as a result of the basic learning taking place among its fifteen members and other 
participants on the one hand, and the challenges presented by a constantly changing 
world on the other. He examines the increasing transparency of the Council’s political 
process and the increased participation of nonmember states and organizations. 
Discussions of numerous agenda items and thematic issues not usually covered by 
the media are included, along with case studies of situations in the occupied Arab 
territories, Tajikistan, and Sierra Leone. Dedring argues that the Security Council, 
whose purpose is to maintain international peace and security, has not only continued 
to perform its charter-based function, but has also experienced a phase of resurgence 
and renewal that has been effective in changing the Council’s role in the center of 
the global system.



7

We were pleased to partner with the Austrian Science and Research Offi ce 
in Ljubljana under the leadership of Dr. Miroslav Polzer. Gorazd Weiss 
joined Miro Polzer in giving us a warm Slovenian welcome. Ljubljana was 
beautifully lush, adorned in summer fl owers and bustling with tourists 
eager to discover this thoroughly European city. Locals were proud of the 
six months their government had just spent at the helm of the European 
Union, an opportunity that will not return for many years.

The theme of the workshop was Building a Knowledge Base for Global 
Governance: Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs). 
This theme allowed us to pursue two tracks in our discussions: fi rst, specifi c 
questions about the contribution that ICTs can make to knowledge 
generation, management and dissemination and second, a more general 
stocktaking of knowledge and knowledge gaps in particular areas of global 
governance. Six practitioners from across the United Nations system joined 
seven scholars from as many countries to present and discuss their research 
with an eye to better understanding and improving the effectiveness of 
our responses to contemporary global governance challenges. 

Our discussions began with an inquiry into the very notion of “global 
governance.” For some, the term merely repackages old ideas in new garb. 
So, for example, what we used to call anti-corruption has now come to be 
known as “good governance.” What used to be known as international 
organization or multilateral relations is now known as “global governance.” 
For others, the term “global governance” captures something qualitatively 
different: new developments, including the appearance of new actors like 
NGOs, private corporations, and regional organizations; advances in 
technology; and an acceleration in the movement of goods, capital, 
and people. From this perspective, global governance denotes a fi eld of 
study concerned with understanding evolving regulatory frameworks, 
new actors, and shifts in power. In some instances, these new developments 
necessitate new institutions; in others, it seems more appropriate to 
strengthen and coordinate those we have. 

Over the course of our 11 days together, we explored how knowledge 
could be shared across key boundaries that separate the academic from the 
practitioner and the international relations scholar from the international 
lawyer. We also inquired into the nature and usefulness of information and 
communication technology for global governance. Which ICT tools hold 
the greatest promise for responding to key global governance challenges? 
Have ICTs changed how we govern ourselves? Are new forms of participation 
possible with new information and communication technologies? 
Do they facilitate development? Greater accountability? In all, we generated 
more questions than we answered, but discussions were lively and 
productive. 

We welcomed ACUNS members as guest intervenors, including Obi 
Aginam from the UNU in Tokyo; Michael Platzer, ACUNS liaison offi cer 
in Vienna; and Basilio Monteiro from St. John’s University in New York. 
We travelled to Vienna to visit the premises of the UN and to meet with 
representatives from the Diplomatic Academy and ACUNS Austria. 
We had the good fortune to overlap with the World International 

Studies Conference in the early days of the workshop, organized this year 
by long time ACUNS member, A.J.R. Groom. Many of our workshop 
participants took advantage to attend WISC panels.

CO-DIRECTORS 
Patricia Goff .......... ACUNS/Wilfrid Laurier University
Miroslav Polzer ...... Austrian Science and Research Offi ce, Ljubljana

PARTICIPANTS
Esref Aksu .............. Victoria University of Wellington
Victor Fernandez ... United Nations Offi ce of the High Commissioner
 for Human Rights 
Kirsten Fisher ........ University of Western Ontario
Jolyon Ford ............ Australian National University
Julia Harfensteller . University of Bremen
Warda Henning ..... Offi ce of Legal Affairs, United Nations
Jabin Jacob ............. Institute of Peace and Confl ict Studies, New Delhi 
Markus Pallek ........ Offi ce of Legal Affairs, United Nations
Karoline Schmid .... UN Economic Commission for Latin America
 and the Caribbean
Okolo Ben Simon .. University of Witwatersrand 
Yasuhiro Ueki ........ UN Department of Public Information 
Sher Verick ............. UN Economic Commission for Africa
Jure Vidmar ........... University of Nottingham

Please check the ACUNS website for a full report on the summer 
workshop, including participant abstracts. 

2009 ACUNS-ASIL 
SUMMER WORKSHOP
University of Alberta | Edmonton, Alberta 
Co-Directors: Dr. W. Andy Knight and Dr. Obijiofor Aginam 
Theme: Public Private Partnerships

ACUNS-ASIL SUMMER WORKSHOP 2008
The 2008 ACUNS-ASIL Summer Workshop took place from July 23rd through August 2nd, 2008 in Ljubljana, 
Slovenia on the premises of  the International Center for the Promotion of  Enterprises (ICPE). 
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Individual Membership (US $)
Annual Fee

Extended Term  $475.00 ❏ (five year)

Sponsoring  $155.00  ❏
Over $40,000 income  $  95.00  ❏
Up to $40,000 income  $  70.00  ❏
Retired Person  $  50.00  ❏
Student Rate  $  40.00  ❏

12 MONTH MEMBERSHIP FORM 

❏ Renewal  ❏ New Application

Institutional Membership ❏

Institution:

(please submit your most recent annual report)

Address:

(please complete telephone, fax, and email at the right)

Representatives (four):

Fee Schedule

Institutional Membership (US $) 
Annual  $360.00 

Method of Payment

Check Enclosed  ❏  Card Number:

Mastercard  ❏   Expiration Date:

Visa  ❏   Signature:

All members receive a subscription to Global Governance as part of their membership dues.

Mail to: 
ACUNS • Wilfrid Laurier University • 75 University Avenue West • Waterloo, ON N2L 3C5

Form also may be faxed to: 519.884.5097

Cheques must be made payable to WLU-ACUNS. IPOs must be payable at Canadian banks.

Individual Membership ❏

Name:

Address:

Telephone:

Fax:

Email:

Institutional Affiliation: (if not included in address)

THE ACADEMIC COUNCIL ON THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM

ACUNS Welcomes 

its Newest Members

New Institutional Members

University of the West Indies, 

Institute of International Relations

 Mark Kirton

 Debbie Mohammed

 Gale Rigobert

 Timothy Shaw

New Individual Members

Christi Scott Bartman

Luisa Blanchfi eld

Sher Verick

Conference on Humanitarian 
Affairs: Stakes and Prospects

SEPTEMBER 25 - 26, 2008  |  MARSEILLE, FRANCE

For more information, contact Pierre Gire, Director 
of  the ACUNS European Center in Marseille at
Pierre-jean.GIRE@acuns.univmed.fr.

ACUNS 2008 Dissertation Award

The winner of the ACUNS 2008 Dissertation Award is Kelly Levin of Yale 

University. Kelly’s dissertation is on the topic: “Protecting Biodiversity in 

a Changing Climate: The Role of Science in Adaptation Policy.”
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